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Mussa’s Message
I am proud to once again introduce you to the latest issue of 
Nyla-News.  As we welcome Autumn we say goodbye to long 
serving colleagues here at Nylacast, whilst welcoming our 
new wave of engineering apprentices, embarking upon their 
new careers, of which the foundations are being paved within 
the ever flourishing Nylacast Training Academy.   
The value of People as a core asset at Nylacast continues to be 
recognised regionally and internationally within Industry, with 
Nylacast being shortlisted finalists for numerous awards due 
to the active effort placed on the development of people.  This 
is coupled with the development of world leading engineering 
solutions, which sees Nylacast once again shortlisted for the 
renowned British Engineering Excellence Awards.
I invite you to read on in this issue of Nyla-News and discover 
more about the continuous improvement taking place, in addition 
to visiting our newly developed website where you can easily 
discover more about Nylacast.

Materials expertise 
extends string of 
award success
Nylacast has once again been recognised for its expertise in 
developing applications for key industries by being named as 
a finalist in this year’s British Engineering Excellence Awards 
(BEEAs) for the second year running. 
Last year, Nylacast lifted the trophy in the Materials Application 
of the Year category for its “worm wheel”, an engineering solution 
utilised by automotive manufacturers in millions of vehicles 
worldwide. This year, it has been recognised for its work in 
developing innovative polymer-engineered products for oil and 
gas pipelines. 
Recognising the best of world leading British engineering, 
the BEEAs aim to demonstrate and promote the quality of 
engineering design in the UK. With an emphasis on innovation and 
effectiveness, the awards are one of the most heralded awards 
in the industry and aim to provide a benchmark of excellence 
from which the industry can learn from and build upon whilst also 
proving the power of engineering design excellence within the UK, 
to the rest of world. 

Nylacast shortlisted 
as finalists for people 
development
Establishing a successful training academy as part of an ongoing 
commitment to investment in people and engineering has earned 
Nylacast a place at the prestigious Plastics 
Industry Awards.
Nylacast joins other world class companies 
on the shortlist for the awards in London 
later this year.
Nylacast invests in people through its 
Engineering Training Academy, launched 
last year. It is utilised by young apprentices 
coming into engineering as well as for up 
scaling the skills and knowledge of the 
current workforce. 

New apprentice intake
We would like to welcome our new intake of apprentices 
who started on the 17th of August.  Following the induction 
and introduction stages the apprentices will start their 
programme in Fabrication and CNC Machining alongside 
training in the Academy.
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Nylacast invests in young minds to promote 
engineering careers
With engineering facing a huge skills crisis, a pioneering  
new project by Nylacast is giving schoolchildren mini 
apprenticeships to reverse the decline of young people  
choosing careers in industry. 
Nylacast has launched Introneering, a new initiative which has been 
piloted among 15 year old students at Beaumont Leys School in 
Leicester, England.
It hopes that by reaching them when they’re young with an 
action-packed programme, the teenagers will be buzzing about 
engineering and more likely to opt for careers in industry.
The first six students recently completed a five-day pilot 
programme that features a condensed apprenticeship that gives 
the young teenagers an introduction to all aspects of the polymer 
and engineering industry, including health and safety, chemical 
engineering, technical drawing and mechanical maths.
Ian Mallabone, HR Manager at Nylacast, said: “We hope it will bridge 
the gap between school and industry, appealing to young minds and 
encouraging people to consider a career they might never have chosen 
otherwise. We know from our successful apprenticeship programme 
that young people face challenges when making the move from school 
to work. One of the benefits of Introneering is that it gives young people 
experience of the work environment and puts school subjects such as 
maths, science and English into context in a work place.”
Deana White, Training Officer at Nylacast, said: “There are so many 
different career opportunities in engineering ranging from accounts and 
IT to sales and marketing. Even if the youngsters that take part decide 
that engineering isn’t for them, by giving them a chance to see a range of 

real life jobs it will hopefully open their minds to the other career paths 
that are out there. This project gives us the opportunity to showcase 
apprenticeships as an alternative route to achieving qualifications while 
working and gaining valuable experience. Employers across engineering 
need young people to come in to replace an ageing skilled workforce that 
is leaving industry, but we also need young people because they bring 
new energy and ideas, which are the lifeblood of any business.”
The week proved to be an eye-opener for the six students who took 
part, giving them an insight into the world of work. They particularly 
enjoyed learning about how Nylacast components are used in 
industries and products where they add value.
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Image: Introneering students presented 
with their certificates of achievement.

Image: One of the Introneering students learning how to machine polymers.
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GB Womens Raft update
The GB Women’s White Water Raft Team have been busy training 
this summer in preparation for the World Rafting Championships. 
The competition is due to be held in November on rivers in West 
Java, Indonesia. To prepare for the tough conditions, training 
has been focussed on the Olympic course in London and at the 
National Water Sports Centre in Nottingham to give them the 
best preparation to hone their technical river skills and endurance. 
Team members were selected over a number of weekends’ 
observation, so now all seven women are fully committed to 
remaining training weekends and keeping up their strength and 
fitness. Team captain Fran said “I am immensely proud of the 
girls for all their hard work this year. We were crowned European 
Champions in May, and now we are looking forward to building on that 
result at the World Championships”.  
Nylacast wish the best of luck to the team as they battle the 
tough terrains with their Nylacast branded paddles.
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Sponsorships
Messages from sports teams sponsored by Nylacast

‘Leicester Tigers are pleased to welcome 
Nylacast on board as a player sponsor 
of Vereniki Goneva this season. Vereniki 
is a core player in the Tigers 1st XV and 
a strong try scorer.’

Leicester Riders:
“Following an outstanding 2014/2015 
season, the 2nd best in our 48 year 
history, we are motivated and inspired 
to succeed in the new season, one 
which will see the opening of our new 
Leicester stadium.
The Riders Academy Team, sponsored 
by Nylacast, reached the national finals 
in London and we are very grateful for 
the support received from Nylacst.  Our 
Academy is crucial to us and we wish 
to develop our own talent in the same 
way that Nylacast have an outstanding 
apprenticeship scheme.”
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Trip down 
Memory Lane
Thank you to Faruq Dagia from the 
Quality department for sending in 
this image of a production machine 
based at Hastings Road, Leicester 
many years ago.  
Can anyone guess the year?

Suresh Mehta, Warehouse & Logistics, started at 
Nylacast in February 2005
“Suresh has been a valued member of the Components Warehouse 
team at Nylacast for the last ten years. He is certainly a character that 
will be greatly missed by us all. I would like to thank him for his help and 
contributions and hope he enjoys his retirement” 
- Marcus Spence, Warehouse & Logistics Manager.

Image: Caption: Joe Farrell and members of the sales team on his last day.

Image: Suresh and his colleagues 
in Warehouse & Logistics.

Right Image: Suresh was left one 
final surprise before he left.

Joe Farrell, Sales & Marketing, started at Nylacast in 
November 2005
“Joe has been part of the sales team for the past ten years, developing 
strong relationships with our Oil & Gas customers.  There are many 
stories and moments we could share about Joe. We would like to wish 
Joe all the best for the next chapter in his journey.”
- Sumayyah Mahomed, Sales Manager.

Valued staff say ‘good bye’ 
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Ask the Apprentice:  
HARRY 
CONNELL
What is your job role and department?
I am a Milling Programmer/Setter, currently 
based at Nylacast Thurmaston in Leicester, UK.

What is your normal working day like? 
Working on components my regular working 
day is filled with the programming and setting 
of machine jobs.

What task/s do you enjoy most? 
I enjoy programming and setting, which is 
regularly filled with enjoyable challenges from 
working with a wide range of components 
and products, each having different needs and 
demands.

What do you hope to achieve personally and 
professionally? 
Professionally I would like to progress and 
become a competent programmer.

What are your hobbies or interests? 
I enjoy playing rugby for a team in Leicester 
Forest East called the Old Newtonians.

If you could live anywhere in the world, 
where would it be and why? 
It would have to be Florida, due to the 
 weather and food.

China 
update
As the Nylacast China plant 
continues to progress we 
would like to welcome our 
newest colleagues who 
have recently joined the 
Nylacast team.

Image: Tony Xie, Applications Engineer and 
Cass Liu, Maintenance Engineer-Electrical

Congratulations

Image: Abdur Limalia and Lewis Noble presented with their toolboxes on completion of their apprenticeship.  

Image: Jordan Elliott presented with his toolbox.

Congratulations to Abdur, Lewis and Jordan on the official completion of their 
Engineering Apprenticeships here at Nylacast.  
As part of the first structured apprenticeship programme to kick start our award-
winning Training & Development activities, we are pleased to have rewarded their 
hard work and contribution with their own unique, personalised toolboxes. 
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Nylacast Exhibit at Offshore Europe 2015

Image: Nylacast, stand 4A160 at Offshore Europe 2015

Taking place in Aberdeen, the UK hub of the Oil & Gas industry, 
Nylacast recently exhibited at Offshore Europe.  With visitor 
numbers breaching 55,000 Nylacast met with new and existing 
customers as well as showcasing benefits which engineering 
polymers can provide.

Engineering Design Show 2015
2015 will see Nylacast exhibiting at the Engineering Design Show, taking place 
at the Ricoh Arena in Coventry.  For the third year in a row Nylacast will be 
running an exclusive workshop session at the event.  Based in the heart of UK 
manufacturing, the show attracts a number of designers and engineers from 
multiple key industries.
Come and see us on Stand E70 to discover the potential of engineering polymers 
for yourself.
To be our guest at the exhibition, register for your free entry badge by clicking here 
and if you’d like to attend any of the Conference sessions as our guest you can sign 
up for free by simply entering this discount code NYLACA-ENG15.

Visit the Nylacast workshop session “INCREASING 
PERFORMANCE AND EFFICIENCY THROUGH THE USE  
OF ENGINEERING POLYMERS” on day one of the show. Stand E70

https://twitter.com/nylacast
https://www.youtube.com/user/NylacastTV
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E N G I N E E R I N G  P L A S T I C  S O L U T I O N S

Application: Grab bucket sheave wheel

Industry: Construction

Original Material: Cast Iron 
New Material: Black Oilon

Application Description:
The versatile strength of Nylacast components sees them used more today than ever in 
applications such as Sheave Wheels. In this application, the Nylacast component is used in the 
top of a 15 tonne grab bucket loading the clay, sand and hot clinker into and out of the kilns. The 
key factor is the self lubrication of the Nylacast component that requires less maintenance and 
increases performance of the application.

Advantages of using Nylacast Polymers:
Using advanced polymers, in particular those based around cast nylon, allow for a number of significant advantages in this 
Sheave Wheel application. These include an increase in the rope life, reduced component weight, and reduced maintenance as the 
Oilon component requires no lubrication.

Committed to excellence
Nylacast has been at the forefront of design and application development of many components and applications for over 
40 years. Utilizing the latest in CAD/CAM technology and enhanced engineering excellence coupled with our expertise and 
knowledge in polymer materials makes Nylacast components the ideal choice for your application. Industry users for Nylacast 
components and applications include those involved in Construction Equipment, Oil & Gas, Agriculture, Food Processing and 
Packaging and Quarrying and Mining to name a few.

Nylacast Sheave Wheel: • Self lubricated
• Reduced maintenance

• Reduced component weight
• Provides increased rope life

UK Tel: +44 (0) 116 276 8558 
Fax: +44 (0) 116 274 1954

Email: engineer@nylacast.com
Website: www.nylacast.com

For further information on Nylacast pioneering polymer materials & components contact:

Pioneering Polymer Components Case Study: 002
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Nylacast’s 
commitment to 
people development 
gains recognition
Nylacast have been recognised for their successes in 
people development by being crowned as finalists at this 
year’s East Midlands Chamber Awards’ in the category of 
People Development.
The East Midlands Chamber Awards aim to recognise, 
reward and celebrate business excellence across 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire.
Sponsored by Leicester College, The People Development 
Award acknowledges organisations that demonstrate 
excellence in the promotion and implementation of a 
learning and development culture.
With a predicted 96,300 new engineers, scientists and 
technologists needed to replace the retirements in 
the industry by next year, Nylacast have shown real 
commitment to helping to bridge the UK Skills gap and 
create engineers of tomorrow with the launch of many 
successful initiatives.
Nylacast is not only committed to people development 
in their sector but also to helping to develop people in 
the sports world through their sponsorship and support 
of many local and national teams including Leicester 
Riders, Leicester Tigers, DMU Racing, Leicester Lions, 
MD Racing and Women’s GB Raft Team.
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https://www.youtube.com/user/NylacastTV
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Quality Control - Internal Audit Training 
Following on from the summer edition of Nyla-News, Quality plays a lead role in the drive for continuous improvement at Nylacast.  
As such we are regularly introducing new initiatives and programmes, one of these being a second wave of Internal Audit 
training which recently took place. 
Internal Auditing (aka 1st Party Auditing) can become one of those 
areas that gets less attention paid than it duly deserves and, as 
such, it can be understandable when we hear stories about some 
companies having internal audit backlogs and then “racking them up” 
shortly before a company’s  ISO standards audit is due.
So we again bare our sole, put up our hands and declare, “OK, we 
think we can improve here too”.  We have recently committed to a full 
week’s intensive audit training across the group. 
For our existing trained internal auditors this was effectively 
refresher training as well as a number of new auditors joining the 
teams to start auditing with us for the first time.

With a couple of days per team for the classroom-based 
training, moving into planning for undertaking and writing up 
some ‘live’ audits, the training received some tremendous 
feedback. It was again delivered to the teams in the same 
uniformed training approach developed by a leading industry 
quality management service provider in liaison with Nylacast 
to tailor to our specific systems.                                        
One of the first questions on the training was “so why do we 
do internal audits?”. The title of the recent training itself says it all: 
Internal Auditing for Improvement. 
Colin Clark, Nylacast Senior Quality Engineer    

Image: Figure X - the Nylacast R&D Electronic Density Balance

Research & 
Development
Within Nylacast Research & Development a number of scientific 
methods are used to measure the quality of our various 
materials.  In this issue we look at how we measure the density 
of Nylacast nylon products.  
The specific density of each nylon product is a quality determinant, 
measured by its density in air and then in water. It is a measurement 
regularly used at Nylacast and one part of our Certificate of Analysis 
for specific batches. 
R&D uses a specialised electronic balance, Figure X, to measure the 
density of nylon products to three significant figures. This accuracy 
will distinguish between different Nylacast products. The density 
of plain cast nylon-6 is usually 1.140 gm/cm3, slightly more than 
water; the densities of other specific Nylacast grades of nylon will 
vary slightly around this value for plain cast nylon-6.   
For more information and details on the products and services 
offered by Nylacast’s Research & Development laboratory simply 
visit www.nylacast.com/rd-and-quality
Professor Malcolm F Fox, Nylacast R&D Manager
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Make Nylacast 
your engineering 
polymer partner 
of choice.

Whether you are on the  
move, on site or in the office, 
www.nylacast.com is easily 
accessible from all your devices, 
providing you with extensive 
information, data and knowledge 
on Nylacast’s full engineering 
solutions.  Delivered through 
over four decades of engineering 
design, product and polymer 
development, proven to increase 
the performance, efficiency and 
safety of worldwide projects.
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Meet the Team
MICHAEL THOMPSON
Graduate Materials Engineer Nylacast Head Office, Leicester, UK

How did your journey 
at Nylacast begin?
Having completed my degree in 
Automotive Materials Engineering, 
I was seeking a role within a large 
organisation to apply my education 
and gain solid work experience and 
skills. I had seen the job advertised 
on indeed.co.uk for the Graduate 
Materials Engineer role, having 
applied for the job I completed the 
recruitment and selection process 
and began my time at Nylacast.

What do you do in your job role?
In my current role here at Nylacast, as part of continuous 
development I am undertaking several projects involved in 
improving some of the many production processes in place, 
as well as looking into manors of increasing output and 
efficiency for specific product areas. I greatly enjoy learning 
through the variety of challenges which each day brings, at 
this development stage in my career it really helps to broaden 
my skill set and gain valuable experience.

Have you had any additional training and development  
at Nylacast?
As I am only a short period into my graduate programme I am 
still building my foundation and fully learning the products, 
people and markets of Nylacast. With the keen investment in 
people which Nylacast show I am certain I will be embarking 
on many value adding courses and development initiatives in 
the future.

What do you enjoy about working at Nylacast?
One aspect of Nylacast which is really positive and a pleasure to 
work amongst is the general company atmosphere and ethos. 
Everybody in the company, regardless of department or position 
is very friendly and open, which makes learning and developing as 
an engineer so much more pleasurable and genuine.
I also enjoy the fact that I am provided numerous opportunities to 
be involved in a variety of projects throughout the manufacturing 
process, allowing me to broaden my experience and have input in 
a number of areas as opposed to working on the same tasks day 
in day out.
In May, Nylacast were awarded by Made in the Midlands for 
the best Training & Apprenticeship programme in the region, 
along with some of the other graduates and apprentices I was 
able to attend the Award Ceremony which, as well as being a 
proud moment when winning and taking to the stage to collect 
the award, it also enabled me to interact with my colleagues 
across the business, helping to strengthen and build working 
relationships. engineer@nylacast.com

www.nylacast.com
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